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1. What is a main verb?

2.  What is a subject?

3.  What are subject pronouns?
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Making the Passive Voice



Main Verbs
• The main verb* is the word in a sentence that tells you what is happening.
• Most main verbs describe the action of the sentence.
• Other verbs describe feelings, thoughts and connections.  (non-action)

action verbs: talk          play          sing          drive          study

non-action verbs: have         think          enjoy         want           like

• Main verbs have tense because they are controlled by time words.
• Main verbs often end with ~s, ~ed or ~ing (after the "be" verb).

 Yesterday, we watched the new Mission Impossible movie.

 Every morning, Kai gets on the bus at 6:30 and goes to work.

 Right now, Skyler is** talking to his mother.

 Tomorrow, the test will** begin at 8:30.

*Every sentence must have one main verb.  However, many sentences have two 
or more main verbs connected by words like and or because.

*The main verb often has one or more words in front of it.  These words are called 
helping verbs.  These include:

 will     can     may     might     must     should     be (am, is, are)



Subjects and Pronouns
• The subject is the word in a sentence that tells you who or what does the action.
• The subject is usually a noun, but is sometimes a pronoun.
• The subject usually comes before the main verb.

 Yesterday, we watched the new Mission Impossible movie.

 Every morning, Kai gets on the bus at 6:30 and goes to work.

 Right now, Skyler is talking to his mother.

 Tomorrow, the test will begin at 8:30.

• Pronouns are a group of words that work like nouns.
• When the same noun is used several times, the second (and third) time it is 

needed, the noun can be replaced by a pronoun.
• The noun that a pronoun replaces is called an antecedent*.

 My parents met when they were in college.
antecedent                     pronoun

 Sasha is a valuable employee.  We couldn't succeed without her.
antecedent                                                                                                                 pronoun

 Squid Game is the show that everyone is talking about right now.
antecedent  pronoun



Subject Pronouns
• Personal pronouns are pronouns that refer to a specific person or thing.
• There are two ways to divide pronouns.

**In many languages, like Japanese, 
Spanish and Arabic, you often don’t 
have to say or write the subject.  In 
English you almost always have to 
say or write the subject.

• Personal pronouns are divided into groups depending on how they are connected 
to a sentence.

person: 1st person, 2nd person and 3rd person

number: singular (one) and plural (two or more)

Subject Pronouns*
Singular Plural

1st I we

2nd you you

3rd
he

she
it

they

*Subject pronouns are useful, but 
students often use them too much.  
Your first choice should be a noun
subject.
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