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1. What is a comparative statement?

2.  How do you make comparatives with adjectives and adverbs?

3. How do you make comparatives with nouns and verbs?

4. How do you use than in comparative statements?

5. How do you make comparatives with (not) as…as…?

6.  How do you make comparatives beginning with the?

Lesson Objectives



Part 1:
Simple Comparative 
Statements

© Mr. K’s Grammar Planet (2022)

Information Questions



Comparative Statements
• A comparative statement is a statement that shows similarities and differences

between any two things, including actions and time.
• The two things that are being compared are connected by than.

 Winter is colder in Hokkaido than in Tokyo.

 First class seats are much more comfortable than economy class seats.

• The most common comparative structure is an SVC clause with an adjective 
complement.

• The adjective has either the suffix ~er or the adverb more connected to it.

• Adverbs, nouns and verbs can also be compared.
• Comparatives will (almost) always include ~er or more* and than.

 Swimming burns more calories than running.

 Kai swims much more smoothly now than at the beginning of the season.

 Families with children eat at home more than single people or couples.

*Less is the opposite of more and is also used in comparative statements.  There 
are also irregular comparative adjectives and adverbs.



Comparative Statements
• Another kind of comparative statement shows change over time.
• A lot of information can be (must be) inferred.
• Very often, these statements don’t include a phrase with than.

 On the first day of the new school year, everyone was surprised to see how 
much taller Kevin was.
 Kevin is taller than last year, before summer vacation.  He grew a lot over summer 

vacation.

 Students today spend more time studying for exams set at higher levels and 
as a result, they have less time to play sports and develop other skills.
 Previous generations (older siblings and parents) didn’t have the same experiences.  

Conditions have changed over time.

 I really like how my hometown has changed.  There are more parks and 
other public facilities and there is less traffic, so the city is actually quieter.
 I noticed how my hometown changed since I was a child, since I left my hometown.



Part 2:
Comparatives
with ~er
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Information Questions



Comparatives with ~er
• All adjectives and adverbs have a comparative form.
• The comparative form of short, one-syllable adjectives and adverbs is made by 

adding ~er to the base form of the adjective.

tall    taller strong   stronger cold    colder

• If the adjective or adverb fits the CVC* pattern, double the last consonant.

**CVC means that the last three letters of the syllable are consonant-vowel-
consonant.  Exceptions are w and x.

big    bigger thin   thinner hot    hotter

• If a two-syllable word ends with ~y, change the ~y to ~ier.

happy  happier cloudy  cloudier early  earlier

• There is a small group of irregular comparatives that have different forms.

good    better bad   worse far    farther

much / a lot    more a little   less

fun*    more fun lost*    more lost

fun   more fun

Part 2:
Comparatives with ~er
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Comparatives
with More
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Information Questions



Comparatives with more/less
• To make the comparative form of most two-syllable adjectives, put more in front.
• Use more with all three-syllable adjectives (and longer).

• The opposite of more is less.

*You can make an adverb from many adjectives by adding ~ly.
 quick   quickly               close   closely               bright   brightly

tired    more tired humid    more humid

confusing    more confusing beautiful    more beautiful

 Living in large urban area is more expensive than living in a rural area.

 Living in a rural area is less expensive than living in large urban area.

• Adjectives that end in ~y become comparatives with ~ier.
• However, adverbs that end with ~ly* need more in the comparative form.  (formal)
• In informal English, simple adverbs can also be used with ~er.

 Well-prepared students are quicker than their classmates on quizzes.

 Well-prepared students finish quizzes more quickly than their classmates.

 Well-prepared students finish quizzes quicker than their classmates.



Basic Comparative Structures

• The most common comparative pattern is as follows.

(A) is (taller) than (B)
• You can use any form of the be verb in the past, present or future.
• You can also use other linking verbs like seem, get or look.

• Usually than is a preposition, so it is followed by a simple noun…
• …or object pronoun.  (me, you, her, him, us, them)
• It is also common to use this (one) or those.

 African elephants are larger than Asian elephants.

 This summer has been much hotter than last summer.  (It is still summer.)

 This bed feels more comfortable than that one.

 Snowboarding looks more fun than skiing.

• To show a preference, you can use like…better or like…more.

 I like watching rugby better than skiing.

 Kai likes math and science more than history and geography.



Comparative Questions

• To ask about comparisons, use the following pattern.

(Which) is (bigger), or (B)?(A)
• Which is used for places, things and actions.  Who is used with people.
• The conjunction or is used instead of the preposition than.
• In written English, you need a comma between the adjective and the choices.

 Which city is larger, New York or Los Angeles?

 Who is faster, you or your brother?

 Which shoes are more comfortable, the black ones or the white ones?

 Which tablet is better, the bigger, heavier one or the smaller, lighter one?

• To ask about styles, you can use one or ones for nouns that repeat.

 Which do you like better, Star Wars or Star Trek?

 Which trip did you like better, your trip to Thailand or your trip to Greece?

• To ask about opinion, use Which do you like better…?



Modifying Comparatives
• You can show degrees of difference by putting modifiers in front of the adjective 

or adverb.

a lot taller (than me) slightly less expensive (than this one)

a little hotter (than yesterday) much more difficult (than the last test)

• You can also use very specific units of measurement.

height  Skyler is three centimeters taller than his mother.

age  Sarah is 12 minutes older than her twin sister.

percentage  Gasoline prices are fifty percent higher than last year.

time  Classes were ten minutes shorter during the pandemic.

price  Our electricity bill is $100 less than last month.

temperature  Tomorrow will be three degrees hotter than today.



Continuous Change
• To show change over time, or a trend, you can double the comparative word.
• In this structure, you don’t use than.

hotter and hotter more and more crowded

bigger and bigger less and less difficult

• Verbs that show change like get or become are used instead of stative verbs like 
be or seem.

• The continuous tense is also very common.

 As the area becomes more and more popular, the cost of housing is rising 
higher and higher.

 It continued raining all night, making everything in the tent wetter and wetter
and the campers became more and more miserable as the night went on.

 As the players’ uniforms got muddier and muddier, it got harder and harder 
to tell the teams apart.



Part 4:
Number, Amount
and Frequency
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Information Questions



Comparatives with Nouns

• Nouns are divided into two basic groups, countable (number) and uncountable 
(amount).

 American high school students have more classes per day than Japanese 
students.

• To compare number and amount, use more in front of plural countable nouns
and singular uncountable nouns.

• Comparative adjectives often come after linking verbs in SVC clauses…
• …but they can also be used in front of nouns.
• In both cases, you still need than with comparative adjectives.

 The audience at this year’s concert was larger than last year’s concert.

 This year’s concert had a larger audience than last year’s concert.

 Canada has more land than the United States, but the U.S. has a much 
larger population than Canada.

 In hot, dry climates, you have to drink much more water*.

*It is not necessary to add than because the other side is understood.
 more water than in other climates



Comparatives with Less and Fewer

• However, you have to use different words if the number or amount is lower.

 The ski areas are having a hard time this year because the weather is 
warmer than usual and they have had much less snow.

• For uncountable nouns, use less, like with adjectives and adverbs.
• The noun is singular.

• Both countable and uncountable nouns use more to show that the number or 
amount is higher.

 My typing is getting much better.  I can type much faster than a month ago 
and I’m making fewer and fewer mistakes.

 Even though the store has fewer customers in the store every day, their sales
are actually higher because more people than ever are shopping online.

 As I get older, I seem to need less and less sleep.

• For countable nouns, use fewer* with plural nouns.

*Sadly, more and more native speakers are not learning this.  Instead, they just 
use less with both countable and uncountable nouns.  In time fewer will probably 
evolve out of English, but for now, to be 100% correct, remember to use fewer.



Comparatives with Actions

 Kai’s grades have improved recently because he is studying more and 
playing video games less.

• You can also compare actions (verbs).

 To be healthy, you should eat more fruits and vegetables.

 As students get older, they tend to stay up later and sleep less because they 
have more and more obligations like sports, music and clubs.

• You can also use more and less to show an increase or decrease in time.

• If you want to compare frequency (how often)…
• …use more if the frequency goes up…
• …and less if the frequency goes down.

• Whether more and less are describing number/amount with nouns or 
frequency/duration with verbs, look at the location of the comparative word.

• If more or less comes before the noun (object), then it answers the questions 
how much… or How many…

 To be healthy, you should eat fruits and vegetables more.

• If more or less comes after the noun (object), then it answers the questions how 
often… or How long…



Comparatives with Actions

• In some cases, direct objects (nouns) can be replaced with comparative 
adjectives or adverbs.

• There is no need to add the noun.

• If the noun is understood because of the context, you don’t need to say or write it.
• This can make it tricky to know whether the writer means time or amount.

price  Gasoline costs more in summer.
 With my new job, I earn less but I am happier.

time  Making food from scratch takes longer but it tastes better.
 These shoes are more expensive, but they’ll last longer.

food and 
drink

 Salt causes high blood pressure, so I’m trying to eat less.
 Do we have enough food or should we make more?



Part 5:
Than
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Information Questions



Than: Preposition or Conjunction
• When than is followed by a simple noun, then it is a preposition.
• Therefore, than is usually followed by an object pronoun*.

• Than can also be followed by a subject and main verb.
• In this case, than is a conjunction.

• Very often, you only need two words, the subject and the be verb…
• …or a helping verb.

 Kara is older than Jessie.  Kara is older than her.

 Kara is older than I am.

 Kai speaks Japanese better than I do.

 Brian can type faster and more accurately than I can.

• Comparatives with than (conjunction) are useful to describe things that are 
different from your expectations.

 The restaurant was more crowded than we expected.

 I always make more food than I can eat in one meal so I have leftovers.

 Life in Bahrain was even better than we thought it would be.

 The beaches in Hawaii were more beautiful than I remembered.



Expressions with Than

• Whether than is a preposition or conjunction, you must follow the rules of 
parallel structure.

• Things must match.

gerunds  Driving takes longer than flying.

infinitives  It takes longer to drive than (to)* fly.

prep. phrases  I can study better at night than in the morning.

prep. phrases  Days are much longer in summer than (in)* winter.

*According to the rules of parallel structure, words that are repeated can be 
dropped the second time, but it is probably a good idea to repeat them.

• To show change, than can be followed by a time* word or phrase.

 I have much more homework than last year.

 The new software makes everything much easier than before.

*If the time is very general, like before, or understood, like the last time I saw 
you, then you don’t need the than phrase.



Than vs. Compared with/to

• Basic comparative statements begin with the first thing being compared and end 
with the second thing being compared with than.

• You can change the order of information by using compared with/to*.
• Put the second thing with compared with/to and move it to the front.
• This is a good way to emphasize the comparative information.

 Our profits in 2020 were 12% higher than in 2019.

 Football is much more exciting than baseball.

 Compared to 2019, our profits in 2020 were 12% higher.

 Compared to baseball, football is a much more exciting sport.

• Compared to/with* can be considered a simple preposition.  Therefore…
• …verbs can only be gerunds…
• …and second prepositions are not possible.  (compared with in 2019)

*Traditionally there is a difference between to and with depending on how similar 
the two things are, but that difference is not huge.  In American English, to is 
probably more common than with.  It is likely a difference in dialect.

 Compared to flying, driving is much more economical.



Part 6:
(Not) as…as…
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Part 6:
(Not) as…as…
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Information Questions



Similarities
• When two things are different, you use a comparative structure with ~er/more

and than.

 Joey is 14.  Skyler is 12.
 Joey is older than Skyler.  Skyler is younger than Joey.

• When two things are equal, you can use the same followed by a noun.
• You can have a compound subject with and…
• …or a simple subject with as at the end for the second person or thing.

 Skyler is 12.  Oliver is 12.
 Skyler and Oliver are the same age.
 Oliver is the same age as Skyler.

 Jasmine’s game is on Saturday.  Aaron’s concert is on Saturday.
 Jasmine’s game and Aaron’s concert are on the same day.
 Jasmine’s game is on the same day as Aaron’s concert.

 Lokilani is a college dormitory.  Bob and Taka both live in Lokilani
 Bob and Taka live in the same dorm.
 Bob lives in the same dorm as Taka.

*Same must always have the in front.  Same can only be followed by as.  
The same can be followed by the pronouns one or ones.



As…as…

• If you need to use an adjective or adverb, you can use the pattern as…as…
• The first as is an adverb and goes before the comparative word.
• The second as is similar to than.  It is (usually) followed second person or thing.

 My friend has a huge SUV.  It is the same size as my first apartment.
 My friend’s SUV is as big as my first apartment.

 A babies skin is very smooth.  Silk is very smooth.
 A babies skin is as smooth as silk.

• You can also use as…as… with nouns* and verbs.
• To show that something is close but not exactly the same, add almost.
• To emphasize the fact that they are the same, add just.

*The comparative word depends on whether the noun is countable or
uncountable and the number/amount is consider large or small.
 countable as many people as… as few days as…
 uncountable as much money as… as little homework as…

 We sold 3,000 tickets last year.  We sold 2,950 tickets this year.
 We sold almost as many tickets as last year.

 A baby elephant can weigh 90 kilograms.  American men weigh 90 kilos.
 A baby elephant can weigh just as much as an average adult man.



Maximum Effort

 The soldiers worked all morning to make their living quarters as clean as 
possible for inspection.

• You can also use as…as… to show maximum effort.
• Use the phrases as possible or as (I) can at the end of the statement.

 I go to the pool as often as I can, but my schedule doesn’t allow me to go as 
often as I would like.

 I’m sure my essay wasn’t perfect, but I spent a lot of time editing so I would 
make as few mistakes as I could.

 The company has made every effort to lower energy costs and spent a lot of 
money making their buildings as green as possible.

 Size is not a problem.  We can make the banner as big as you need.



Comparison with Not as…as…

• Another way to show difference is with the expression not as…as…
• Not as tall as… is basically the same as shorter than…

 Winter is a bit colder in Toronto than in Hokkaido.
 Winter in Hokkaido is not quite* as cold as winter in Toronto.

 First class seats are much more comfortable than economy class seats.
 Economy class seats are not nearly** as comfortable as first class seats.

*To show a small difference, use the adverb (not) quite.
**To show a very big difference, use the adverb (not) nearly.

• Use standard negative sentence formation, including don’t, doesn’t and didn’t.

 I have more homework this year than last year.
 I didn’t have as much homework last year as this year.

 I could run much faster in my 20s than I can now.
 I can’t run nearly as fast now as I could in my 20s.

 The Cowboys have won more games than the Eagles.
 The Eagles haven’t won as many games as the Cowboys.



More than vs. Not as…as…

• Usually there are two or even three ways to write the same comparative sentence 
using more/~er than, less than and not as…as…

(A) is (taller) than (B)

~er Adjectives and Adverbs

(B) isn’t as (tall) as (A)

• To decide which pattern is best, think about two things.
• Which of the two is more important?  Put that at the end with than.
• Which adjective is more positive or more accurate?  Use that adjective.

(B) is (shorter) than (A)
or

 Skyler is 13 and already he is taller* than his mother.  (Mother is important.)
 Skyler isn’t as tall* as his father yet.  (Father is important.)

*In this example, short isn’t a good choice since you are comparing height.



More than vs. Not as…as…

• Usually there are two or even three ways to write the same comparative sentence 
using more/~er than, less than and not as…as…

(A) is (more expensive) than (B)

More Adjectives and Adverbs

(B) isn’t as (expensive) as (A)

• Try to keep your statements as positive as possible.
• Avoid descriptive words with negative meaning.
• Even if it is grammatically correct, it is not good if it makes someone feel bad.

or

 The other team was better than us today.
 We were worse than the other team.  We weren’t as good as the other team.

*You could also use the opposite adjective cheaper.

(B) is (less expensive*) than (A)



Examples

 Average rent in Manhattan is $4,000.  Average rent in Brooklyn is $3,000.
 Manhattan is more expensive than Brooklyn.
 Brooklyn isn’t as expensive as Manhattan.
 Brooklyn is cheaper than Manhattan.  (Neither is cheap.)

 I got a 95 on the math test.  Jade got a 97.
 Jada got a higher score than me on the math test.
 My score on the math test wasn’t as Jade’s.
 I got a lower score on the math test than Jade.  (95 is still a high score.)

 Isaac can type 90 words a minute.  Penny can type 100 words a minute.
 Penny can type even more quickly than Isaac.
 Isaac can’t type as quickly as Penny.
 Isaac types more slowly than Penny.  (90 wpm is very fast.)

 Niseko got 15 meters of snow in 2019.  It got 14 meters of snow in 2020.
 Niseko got more snow in 2019 than in 2020.
 Niseko got less snow in 2020 than in 2019.
 Niseko didn’t get as much snow in 2020 as in 2019.

 Penn State has 45,000 students.  Temple University has 27, 000 students.
 Penn State has more students than Temple University.
 Temple University doesn’t have as many students as Penn State.
 Temple University is smaller than Penn State.  (Temple is still a big school.)



Part 7:
Interesting
Comparative
Structures

© Mr. K’s Grammar Planet (2022)

Information Questions



Superlatives with More and As

• A superlative statement is a statement that describes the best (or worst) 
member of a group.

• Usually, superlatives are made with ~est or most.

 Quarterback is the most important position in football.

 The Empire State Building the tallest building I have ever been in.

• You can also make a superlative statement with comparative words.
• To do this, you need a zero word*.

*A zero word is a word that usually begins with n~ and equals the number 0.
 nobody          nothing          none
 never             not                 no

• The zero word is usually (part of) the subject or connected to the main verb as 
a negative statement.

 No position in football is more important than quarterback.
 No one in football is as important to a team’s success as the quarterback.

 I have never been in a building taller than the Empire State Building.
 No building I have ever been in is as tall as the Empire State Building.

 No artist or group has had more success in the past five years than BTS.
 No artist or group has had as much success in the past five years as BTS.



The more…, the more…

• Very often, one thing happens as a result of another.

 When gasoline gets more expensive, the cost of travel gets higher as well.

 As Skyler gets bigger, he eats more

• You can show this connection with a pattern that includes the…the…
• Begin each clause with the and the comparative word.

 The more expensive…, the higher…

 The bigger…, the more…

• Then add the rest of the clause.  No connecting word is necessary.

 The more expensive gasoline becomes, the higher the cost of travel 
becomes.

 The bigger Skyler gets, the more he eats…

• Make sure the entire comparative phrase is at the beginning of each clause.
• Make sure the structure of the two clauses is as similar as possible.

 The more tickets we sell, the more money we raise to pay for the trip, 

 The fewer mistakes we make, The more likely we are to win, 
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