
3rd Term Speaking Exam

This term, as part of your final exam, you will make a video.

This recording will be no more than four minutes long and will have two parts.
• Free Speaking
• Reading

You do not need to prepare anything on paper.  You do not need to create PowerPoint
slides.  Instead, you will make a video of yourself speaking.  Your face must be clearly
visible in the video.  You may not just record your voice.

The video will be submitted via LoiloNote.  Due dates will be decided and explained later.

Part 1: Free Speaking

When you chat with your friends, one simple question might lead to a two-minute answer
about a memory or a dream or an opinion.  The purpose of this part is:

1.  How well can you speak English naturally, like in a conversation.
2.  How well can you develop a story or topic when you speak?

a.  Can you expand your answers.

To complete this part of the exam, you must speak for one to two minutes.  You will
answer one question from a list of conversation starters.  As long as you speak about
the topic of the question, anything is ok.  However, everything should be connected to this
one question.

When you make your video, your face must be clearly visible at all times.
• You may not read from a piece of paper.
• You may not have prepared notes in front of you.
• You may not write an answer, memorize it and repeat it like an actor.
• You must speak naturally, as if you were in a coffee shop or on the phone with a

friend, looking directly into the camera.

How can I complete this successfully?
• Spend some time thinking about your question and answer.
• Get a general idea of what you want to say.  What story do you want to tell?
• Make a list of important vocabulary you will need in your answer.
• Answer your question in Japanese with a friend or family member.  (develop detail)
• Practice telling your story in English a couple of times.
• Turn on your iPad.
• Press RECORD.
• Tell your story.
• Stop recording.
• Finish.

How can I get a high grade?
• Are you speaking naturally, without written notes in front of you?
• Is your answer interesting?
• Is your speaking style smooth, without a lot of pauses?  (Not fast.  Smooth.)
• Did you communicate your ideas successfully?  Do I undertand what you want to

say?
• Are you trying to use your best English pronunciation?

If the answer to these questions is Yes, you will get a high grade.



How can I get a low grade?
• Speak for less than one minute
• Use poor katakana pronunciation
• Have a lot of “dead air” (silence, long pauses)
• Stop and start a lot.

Mistakes (grammar and vocabulary) will not hurt you (a lot) if you communicate your
ideas effectively.

Part 2: Reading

As a father, I spent many hours reading stories to my sons when they were young.  For
Part 2, pretend you are reading a bedtime story to your son or daughter.

You will receive a PDF document with (at least) 12 readings from a variety of English
language books, like Harry Potter and Matilda.  You will record yourself reading one of
them.  (Do not spend time memorizing them and trying to speak without looking at the
paper.)  In the students shared Goodle drive, there are recordings of native speakers
reading these passages.  Use them to learn and practice good pronunciation and
phrasing.

How can I complete this successfully?
• Begin practicing immediately.
• Every day, spend at least five minutes reading one or two passages.
• Practice reading many different passages during the term.
• Read out loud to your friends, your family, your dog, the mirror.
• Press RECORD.
• Read from beginning to end.
• Stop recording.

How can I get a high grade?
• Did you read in a good pace that was easy to understand, not too fast and not too

slow?
• Was your pronunciation clear and easy to understand?
• Was your reading smooth?
• Did you pause in the right places?
• Did you try to make it fun and interesting for your “son” or “daughter”?
• Did you add emotion?  Did you “act”?

If the answer is Yes, you will get a high grade.

How can I get a low grade?
• Read very quickly (less than 90 seconds) or very slowly (more than two minutes).
• Read in a monotone with no emotion or effort.
• Use katakana pronunciation.
• Don’t pause in the right places; read straight through periods and commas.
• Bad pronunciation of words.
• No rhythm.  Bad rhythm.
• Don’t practice reading out loud.

How the Test Will Work

• Today you will receive the Part 1 questions and Part 2 readings.
• Spend the next five weeks preparing and practicing.
• One week before the exam, you will choose five questions you are ready to answer

and five passages you are ready to read.



• Submit your choices to your teacher via LoiloNote (or paper or however your teacher
asks you).

• Your teacher will choose one question and one passage.  This is your test.
• Your teacher will make a list of questions and passages and share them with you.
• Once you receive your questions, you will have 24 hours to record and submit your

speaking test.
• You must use the question and passage your teacher chooses for you.

How to Make the Recording

1. Use the Video function of your iPad.
2. Have a nice background.
3. Find a quiet place.
4. Have your reading paper in front of you (for Part 2).
5. Press RECORD. 
6. Begin by introducing yourself.

a. name, class and number
7. Begin Part 1 by reading your question.
8. Answer your question naturally without notes.

a. Speak to the camera.
9. Begin Part 2 (Say something like: “Now I will read a passage from ... by ....”)
10. Read the passage.
11. Stop recording.
12. Upload to LoiloNote.
13. Submit to the Speaking Test assignment.

The recording should take less than five minutes.  The final video you submit should be
less than four minutes long.

Your speaking a reading do not have to be perfect.  You can make mistakes and still get
a high grade.  You do not have to try over and over to make a perfect video.  However, if
you make some mistakes and want to make a better version, you can stop and try again. 
If your speaking and reading is natural and you have done your best, it will be good
enough.


