
The American Civil War: Study Guide

True-False Statements (All True)
1. The first African slaves were brought to the English colonies a little over 400 years ago, to the

Jamestown Colony in Virginia.
2. By the time the United States became a country in 1776, almost all slaves lived in the South,

below the Mason-Dixon Line because agriculture was not a major part of the Northern economy..
3. Before the cotton gin, the South couldn’t produce enough cotton to keep up with British demand

because cotton is a very labor-intensive crop.
4. Even though the cotton gin made cotton production much easier, many more slaves were needed

in the South because more farmers were growing cotton in more states and territories.
5. Under federalism, state governments share power with the national government.  The federal

government is in charge of some things while state governments are in charge of others.
6. All laws in the United States, both state and federal, must follow the Constitution.  If the Supreme

Court says a law is unconstitutional, then that law is immediately repealed, or cancelled.
7. Nullification is the idea that states can ignore federal laws it doesn’t like because states gave the

federal government its power.  This is the foundation of states’ rights.
8. Although the American Colonization Society was against slavery, they thought black people were

inferior to white people.  Therefore, they believed slavery should be abolished and all black slaves
should return to Africa.

9. The book Uncle Tom’s Cabin helped lead to the Civil War because it told about the horrors of
slavery.  As a result, people in the North and around the world became more opposed to slavery.

10. The Fugitive Slave Act was a law that said all escaped slaves found in the North must be returned
to their masters in the South.  This made people in the North even angrier and more opposed to
slavery.

11. The time of violence known as Bleeding Kansas was directly connected to the idea of popular
sovereignty, the law that said new territories could decide for themselves whether to be free or
slave states.

12. The Dred Scott decision in the Supreme Court made many people in the South think that slavery
should be legal everywhere in the United States because slaves were property and citizens had
the right to take their property anywhere in the United States.

13. Even though John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry was unsuccessful, he inspired people in the
North and terrified people in the South, who were always afraid of slave rebellions.

14. Abraham Lincoln was not extremely popular when he ran for President.  One main reason he won
was because the two Democratic candidates, who both supported slavery to some degree, split
the pro-slavery vote.

15. As soon as Lincoln became President, the seven states in the Deep South seceded, or left the
Union and created their own country called the Confederate States of America.

16. The Civil War began when Confederates fired on Fort Sumter, a Union fort in South Carolina. 
Even though no one was killed, Lincoln decided to form the Union Army after this event.

17. The Border States were eight slave states still in the Union when Fort Sumter was attacked.  Four
stayed with the Union, but four seceded and joined the Confederacy.

18. Even though the Emancipation Proclamation didn’t actually free all slaves right away, it was
important because it energized the North and kept Britain and France from helping the South.

19. The Battle of Gettysburg is known as “the beginning of the end” for the Confederacy, because
after the battle, the South couldn’t replace all the men and material it lost during the battle.

20. Lincoln didn’t want to punish the South, so he developed a plan that would allow Southern states
to rejoin the Union fairly easily.  However, his plan was never used because he was assassinated
five days after the war ended.

21. “The Second Bill of Rights” are the three Amendments to the Constitution passed after the Civil
War.  The 13th Amendment ended slavery, the 14th Amendment gave citizenship to anyone born in
the U.S. and the 15th guarantee the right to vote to all (male) citizens.



22. Black Codes were a series of laws passed in the South that basically treated free blacks as if they
were still slaves.  These black codes made people in the North angry and led to Radical
Reconstruction.

23. The system of checks and balances in the U.S. government is a way to make sure no branch of
government is more powerful than any other.  It is almost like a game of rock-paper-scissors.

24. Radical Reconstruction was a time when the South was controlled by the U.S. army.  It was a
good time for free blacks, but there was a lot of corruption in the local governments.

25. The election of 1876 led to the end of Radical Reconstruction.  In exchange for supporting
Rutherford B.  Hayes, a Republican, for President, the South was granted it’s “freedom” when the
U.S. army was pulled out of the South and Democrats took control of Southern states.

26. Debt slavery was a new kind of “slavery” in the South.  Black farmers had to rent land from white
owners in exchange for 50% of their crops.  However, to survive they had to borrow money to buy
seeds, tools, food and clothing.  This created debt that they could never repay and kept them tied
to the land and in permanent poverty.

27. Southern governments took voting rights away from free blacks with laws like poll taxes and
literacy tests.  However, to make sure poor whites could still vote, they created the Grandfather
Clause, which said anyone whose grandfather could vote in 1860 didn’t have to pay the poll tax or
pass the literacy test.

28. Jim Crow laws were laws created in the South the keep black and white people separate.  They
were legal because of the Supreme Court decision in Plessy vs.  Ferguson, which allowed
“separate but equal” facilities.  These laws continued into the 1950s and 60s.

Short Answer Topics
1. Triangle Trade and the Middle Passage
2. the Cotton Gin
3. King Cotton
4. abolitionism
5. Federalism
6. States’ Rights
7. Alien and Sedition Acts
8. The Missouri Compromise: “A Sacred

Pact”
9. Uncle Tom’s Cabin

10. The Compromise of 1850

11. popular sovereignty and Bleeding
Kansas

12. Harper’s Ferry
13. secession
14. Fort Sumter
15. the Emancipation Proclamation
16. the Battle of Gettysburg
17. Appomattox Courthouse
18. Black Codes
19. Checks and Balances
20. sharecropping

Essay Topics
1. How did slavery become the primary cause of the U.S. Civil War?
2. Explain the importance of the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments.  Why are they called “the Second

Bill of Rights.”
3. Explain how the election of Abraham Lincoln led to the start of the Civil War.
4. Explain the effect of two Supreme Court decisions on African Americans: Dred Scott and Plessy

vs.  Ferguson
5. What advantages did the North have at the beginning of the Civil War?  What advantages did the

South have?  In the end, why did the North win the Civil War?
6. How did the South eventually rejoin the Union?  (Lincoln’s Plan, Johnson’s plan and Radical

Reconstruction
7. How did governments in the New South take the right to vote away from African-Americans?


