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Bonus Lesson



1. What are clauses?

2.  What are connecting words?

3.  What kind of connecting words can connect clauses?

4.  What are the two kinds of conjunctions?

5.  What are transition words?

6.  How do you punctuate conjunctions and transition words?

Lesson Objectives



Clauses
• A clause is a group of words that has a subject and main verb.
• The form of the verb changes with time (verb tense).

(past) • everyone waited • my parents lived

(present) • we share… • February has…

(future) • they will meet • I am going to wear…

• Clauses often (but not always) have a third part, which is called an object*.

• Johnny carried the bags from the car into the house.
subj.         MV                 obj.

• When the bell rings at 11:00, the students must put down their pencils.
subj.   MV                                     subj.                         MV                       obj.

*The third part of a clause can also be a complement.  Complements come after 
linking verbs and can be either a noun or an adjective.

• The food was delicious.                          (adjective complement)
• My brother is a software engineer.          (“Engineer" is a noun complement.)



Connecting Words
• Every sentence begins with a main clause.
• More information can be connected to the main clause by connecting words.
• There are two* main kinds of connecting words, prepositions and conjunctions.

• *There is also a group of connecting pronouns called relative pronouns.  They 
connect adjective clauses to nouns.

• The clothes that I wore to school today.
• Tomorrow is Leap Year, which only comes once every four years.

Prepositions
• A preposition is a connecting word that connects nouns** to sentences.
• There are as many as 150 prepositions in English.
• Many prepositions have two or even three words.
• Prepositions usually answer the questions when, where, why, how and which.

across the street in spite of the injury as well as Canada

after the concert worth $500 in case of emergency

because of the rain (harder) than Spanish (looks) like his father

**Prepositions can also connect object pronouns and gerunds to sentences.

(object pronoun)
(gerund)

• My parents live near us.
• I reached the top shelf by standing on a chair.



Connecting Words

Conjunctions
• When you connect a clause to a sentence, you use a conjunction.
• There are two kinds of conjunctions, subordinating and coordinating.

• Subordinating conjunctions connect adverb clauses and noun* clauses.
• Since everyone is hungry, let's take a break for lunch.
• I don't know whether I can join you tomorrow or not.
• If you don't feel well, you should go home and rest.
• You should never use your cell phone while you drive.

• Coordinating conjunctions are equal signs.
• The second clause is the same kind as the first clause.

(2 main clauses)
(2 noun clauses)

(2 adverb clauses)

• I was tired, so I went to bed early.
• I don't know what time the meeting starts or where it will 

be held.
• I always brush my teeth after I eat and before I go to bed.

*Noun clauses are connected to verbs (subject or object) or prepositions.
(subject)
(object)

(w/ a prep.)

• Where we have dinner is up to you.
• I heard that you were sick yesterday.
• A man is judged by who he calls his friends.



Kinds of Conjunctions

coordinating conjunctions
and but or so yet* for**

*Yet is basically the same as but. **For is basically the same as because, 
but much more formal.

• I was sleepy, but I kept studying.
• I was sleepy, yet I kept studying.

• I wore a jacket because it was chilly.
• I wore a jacket, for it was chilly.

subordinating conjunctions
time cause & effect contrast condition

when
whenever

before
after

as soon as
once
since
while

until* (till)

because
since

now that
so that

so ... that
such ... that

although
though

even though
even if

in spite of the fact that
despite the fact that

whereas
while

if (only if)
as long as

unless
in case

provided (that)
providing (that)



Punctuating Connecting Words
• Two clauses connected by a conjunction should always be written as one 

sentence.

• As a general rule, you should not begin a sentence with and, but or or.
• You must NEVER begin a sentence with so.

✔ I had pasta and my wife had fish.
✘ I had pasta.  And my wife had fish.

✔ The weather was terrible, so the picnic had to be cancelled.
✘ The weather was terrible.  So the picnic had to be cancelled.

• An adverb clause with a conjunction like because can come before or after the 
main clause.

• However, it must be in the same sentence.
• An adverb clause can NEVER be a sentence by itself.

✔ I opened a window because the room was getting hot.
✔ Because the room was getting hot, I opened a window.
✘ I opened a window.  Because the room was getting hot.



Punctuating Connecting Words
• Coordinating conjunctions connect two equal pieces of information.
• In most cases, do not put a comma in front of a coordinating conjunction.

I had a cheeseburgerx and french fries.

I had a cheeseburger, and a root beer.*french friesx

We can have dinner at homex or go to a restaurant.

It’s sunnyx but a little humid.warmxand

*If you have a list with three things, you use a comma instead of the first conjunction 
so that you don't use the same conjunction twice.

• You only put a comma before a coordinating conjunction if it is connecting two full 
clauses.  

• Each clause must have a subject and main verb.

I locked the door, but I forgot to turn out the lights.



Punctuating Connecting Words
• Subordinating conjunctions connect two complete clauses.

• a main clause
• an adverb clause (w/ the conjunction)

You should go homex if you are feeling sick.

• You can (usually) change the order of the information, but the subordinating 
conjunction moves with the clause.

you should go home.If you are feeling sick,

If the conjunction is 
in the middle of the 
sentence, then do 
not use a comma.

If the conjunction is 
at the beginning of 
the sentence, then 
you must have a 
comma between the 
clauses..



Transition Words
• Transition words are a specific kind of adverb that is used to connect two 

clauses.
• Transition words have the same meaning as similar prepositions and 

conjunctions.

• Final exams are starting next week.  Therefore, everyone is starting to get 
nervous.

• The weather was cold and rainy.  Nevertheless, dozens of surfers were 
enjoying the large storm surf.

• Transition words are sometimes two- or three-word phrases (like prepositional 
phrases), but they should be considered one adverb.

• There was a three-car accident on the freeway.  As a result, many people 
were late for work today.

• There are several programs to broaden students' horizons.  For example, 
students can study abroad for a year.  Students can join many international 
clubs as well.

• Like other adverbs, transition words are flexible and can be put in several 
different places in a sentence.

• My wife doesn't like to watch football or baseball.  However, she loves to 
watch the Olympics and Grand Slam tennis.

• My wife doesn't like to watch football or baseball.  She does, however, love to 
watch the Olympics and Grand Slam tennis.



Transition Words

• Kevin had to retake the driving test because he forgot to use his turn signal.
• Because Kevin forgot to use his turn signal, he had to retake the driving test.
• Kevin forgot to use his turn signal, so he had to retake the driving test.
• Kevin forgot to use his turn signal.  Therefore, he had to retake the driving test.

• On Saturday, I did my laundry and cleaned my apartment.
• On Saturday, I did my laundry. I also cleaned my apartment.
• First, we had dinner, and then we went to a movie.
• First, we had dinner.  Then we went to a movie.

subordinating 
conjunction

coordinating 
conjunction preposition transition word 

(adverb)

because
since

now that

so therefore
as a result

consequently

subordinating 
conjunction

coordinating 
conjunction preposition transition word 

(adverb)

and also
then
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