
How to Connect Clauses

a.  The open door.
b.  The door opened.

1. Are both of these statements written correctly? yes no 

2. Are both of these statements complete sentences? yes no

3. Which statement is a complete sentence? a b

4. Which statement is written correctly? a b

5. What kind of word is door in both statements? _________________

6. Which statement has a main verb? a b

7. What kind of word is open in statement a? _________________

8. What do you call the noun that comes before a main verb? _________________

9. Do all sentences have to have a subject and main verb? yes no

10. What do you call a group of words, or chunk...

a. ...that doesn’t have a subject and main verb? phrase clause

a. ...that has a subject and main verb? phrase clause

11. What do you call the “first” clause in a sentence? _________________

a.  Every night, I watch TV after dinner.
b.  Every night, my father watches TV after dinner.
c.  Last night, I watched TV after dinner.
d.  Right now, I am watching a baseball game on TV.
e.  Tonight, I will watch TV after dinner.

12. Are all of these sentences grammatically correct? yes no

13. Do all of these sentences have a main verb? yes no

14. Do all of the main verbs have the same base form? yes no

15. Why does the form of the verb change...

a. ...in sentences a, c, d and e? The _______________ changes.

b. ...in sentence b? The _______________ changes.

16. What do you call the different forms of the main verb? _________________

17. What do you call the connection between the subject and verb? _________________

a.  My parents moved from a large house to a smaller apartment.
b.  My mother grows vegetables in her own garden.
c.  I am getting sleepy.

18. Are all of these sentences grammatically correct? yes no

19. How many clauses does each sentence have? 1 2 3

20. What is the main clause in each sentence?

a. _____________________________________

b. _____________________________________

c. _____________________________________ 
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21. How many parts does the main clause in sentence a have? 1 2 3

22. How many parts does the main clause in sentence b have? 1 2 3

23. What kind of word is vegetables in sentence b? _________________

24. What do you call the third part of a clause? _________________

25. Do all clauses have an object? yes no

26. How many parts does the main clause in sentence c have? 1 2 3

27. What kind of word is sleepy in sentence c? _________________

28. Is sleepy an object? yes no

29. What do you call adjectives that come after verbs? _________________

30. Can a noun be a complement? yes no

Exercise 1: Subjects, Verbs and Objects
Write each part of each clause in the correct blank.

1. Her face had leapt out at him the moment he had seen the page.

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

2. He looked up at Snape, who had lowered his wand and was rubbing his wrist.

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

3. Rita stared at them both for a moment and then let out a great whoop of laughter.

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

4. The scrupulously clean kitchen had an oddly unreal glitter after the darkness outside.

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

5. He gazed into the depths of his pewter tankard, which was the size of a large bucket,

and sighed.

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ C: ____________________

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

6. Ron made a stifled noise somewhere between a snort and a sniff and hastily took a gulp

of tea.

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

7. He was sitting right behind Parvati Patil, whose long dark hair fell below the back of her

chair.

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________
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8. The snowy owl clicked her beak and nibbled his ear affectionately as Harry stroked her

feathers.

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

9. Harry had to read this sentence several times before he was convinced that he had not

misunderstood it.

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ C: ____________________

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

10. The blank picture on the wall was now breathing very slowly and deeply, as though its

invisible occupant was asleep.1

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ O: ____________________

S: ___________________   V: ___________________ C: ____________________

Exercise 2: Chunky Language
Highlight the groups of words, or chunks, in the following sentences.  Don’t highlight
unconnected words.

1. The bedroom had a window that closed with a wooden shutter.

2. At home they ate a cold dinner which had been cooked the day before.

3. Ma sat in her rocking chair, sewing by the light of the lamp on the table.

4. The days were shorter, and frost crawled up the window panes at night.

5. Every morning as soon as she was awake Laura ran to look out of the window...

6. Pa’s breath hung in the air like smoke, when he came along the path from the barn.

7. The hair stood up along his back and he showed his sharp, fierce teeth to the wolves.

8. One morning he came back, took the horses and sled, and hurried away again.

9. One night her father picked her up out of bed and carried her to the window so that she

might see the wolves.

10. Pa told her to sit in her chair and be quiet, but when Laura sat down she began to cry

and kick the chair with her heels.2

1Sentences taken from Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix by J.  K.  Rowling.

2Sentences taken from Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder.
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a.  Everyone will be waiting.
b.  We will bring cookies.
c.  Your essay should be longer.

1. Are all of these sentences grammatically correct? yes no

2. How many chunks does each sentence have? 1 2 3

3. Are there any connecting words in these sentences? yes no

4. What kind of clause is in each of these sentences? _________________

5. Does every sentence have a main clause? yes no

6. Does the main clause need a connecting word? yes no

a.  Everyone will be waiting in the classroom.
b.  We will bring cookies, and my friends will bring drinks.
c.  If you want a better grade, your essay should be longer.

7. Are all of these sentences grammatically correct? yes no

8. How many chunks does each sentence have? 1 2 3

9. Are there any connecting words in these sentences? yes no

10. What are the connecting words in each sentence?

a. ____________     b.  ____________     c. _____________

11. What are the two main kinds of connecting words?

a. ____________     b.  ____________

12. How many clauses does sentence a have? 1 2

13. What kind of word is classroom? _________________

14. What kind of connecting word is in? _________________

15. Can a preposition connect a clause to a sentence? yes no

16. How many clauses does sentence b have? 1 2

17. What kind of connecting word is and? _________________

18. Is and connected to the second clause? yes no

19. Could you change the order of the information? yes no

20. Does and move or stay in the same place? _________________

21. How many clauses does sentence c have? 1 2

22. What kind of connecting word is if? _________________

23. Is if connected to the first clause? yes no

24. Could you change the order of the information? yes no

25. Does if move or stay in the same place? _________________

26. Are if and and both conjunctions? yes no

27. Are they the same kind of conjunction? yes no

a.  My grandfather always wakes up 5:00, even weekends.
b.  We had dinner, then watched a movie.
c.  The students all worked very hard, therefore everyone got a good grade.
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28. How many important pieces of information are in sentence a? 1 2 3

29. How many important pieces of information are in sentence b? 1 2 3

30. How many important pieces of information are in sentence c? 1 2 3

31. Do these sentences have connecting words? yes no

32. Are these sentences grammatically correct? yes no

33. What kind of words are even, then and therefore? _________________

34. Can adverbs connect information to sentences? yes no

35. How many connecting words do you need to add to sentence a? 1 2 3

36. What kind of word do you need, preposition or conjunction? _________________

37. What prepositions do you need in sentence a?

a. ____________ 5:00     b.  even ____________ weekends

38. How many connecting words do you need to add to sentence b? 1 2 3

39. What kind of word do you need, preposition or conjunction? _________________

40. What conjunction do you need in sentence b? _____________ then

41. Could you divide sentence c into two sentences with a period? yes no

42. What word in sentence c looks like a conjunction? _________________

43. What conjunction do you need instead of therefore? _________________

44. Do so and therefore mean the same thing? yes no

a. I went Greece vacation 2018.
b. It was cloudy, I didn’t bring an umbrella, I got wet it started to rain.

45. Are these sentences grammatically correct? yes no

46. Do these sentences have connecting words? yes no

47. How many pieces of information does each sentence have? 2 3 4

48. How many connecting words does each sentence need? 2 3 4

49. How many verbs does sentence a have? 1 2 3

50. How many clauses does sentence a have? 1 2 3

51. What kind of connecting words do you need in sentence b? prep. conj.

52. How many verbs does sentence b have? 2 3 4

53. How many clauses does sentence b have? 2 3 4

54. What kind of connecting words do you need in sentence b? prep. conj.

55. What connecting words do you need in sentence a?

I went _____ Greece _____ vacation _____ 2018.

56. What connecting words do you need in sentence b?

It was cloudy, ____ I didn’t bring an umbrella, ____ I got wet _____ it started to rain.
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Exercise 3: Find the Connecting Words
Highlight the connecting words in the following sentences.  (prepositions and
conjunctions)

1. 3 Chests were lined with lead to protect the tea on the long sea voyage to London.

2. 4 Other protests included boycotts of goods from Britain, such as clothes and tea.

3. 3 He, too, was a rebel, yet he worried about protecting his property from violent

mobs.

4. 4 Mobs threw stamped documents on bonfires and hurled rocks and bricks at

British officials.

5. 3 America’s victory had ended taxation by the British, but now America had to

impose taxes on itself.

6. 4 In October, newspapers reported that ships from England bearing tea were

sailing straight for Boston Harbor.

7. 5 In the 1700s, Boston reeked of horse manure and garbage, unless fresh, salty

air from the harbor breezed through.

8. 5 In the unheated hall, amid the smell of unwashed bodies, people sat on hard

wooden benches and stamped their feet to keep warm.

9. 8 The next day, men probably peeked at each other for telltale signs of soot or

paint behind the ears, but the code of secrecy seemed to hold – for years.

10. 5 While women raised huge families, men made their livings keeping shops,

crafting fine goods such as silver tea sets, working on ships, or fishing, among

other trades.3

Exercise 4: Adding Connecting Words
Part 1: Decide how many connecting words you need to add to each sentence.
Then, highlight the words that need a connecting word in front.

1. _____ Friday, we will have a test history class 8:00.

2. _____ I worked over an hour the morning, I couldn’t finish everything.

3. _____ We will stay friends we visit London June 12 June 15.

4. _____ You have any questions, please call me send me a message Facebook.

5. _____ Joey can’t eat ice cream cheese he is allergic milk.

6. _____ My cousin has lived the same block New York City he was born 2003.

7. _____ I travelled many places I lived the Middle East, Dubai Qatar.

8. _____ Skyler wanted to have a party his birthday, he couldn’t the COVID lockdown.

9. _____ I was really tired practice, I just took a shower went bed I got home.

10. _____ Canada has much more land the U.S., the population Canada is much smaller,

land is much cheaper.

3Sentences taken from What was the Boston Tea Party?  by Kathleen Krull.
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Part 2: Add the best connecting words to each sentence.

for
from

in
in

with
while

on
but

to
at

1. __________ Friday, we will have a test __________ history class __________ 8:00.

2. I worked __________ over an hour __________ the morning, __________ I couldn’t

finish everything.

3. We will stay __________ friends __________ we visit London __________ June 12

__________ June 15.

on
on

to
in

or
or

since
because

if
in

4. __________ you have any questions, please call me __________ send me a message

__________ Facebook.

5. Joey can’t eat ice cream __________ cheese __________ he is allergic __________

milk.

6. My cousin has lived __________ the same block __________ New York City

__________ he was born __________ 2003.

while
because of

like
for

but
to

in
and

7. I travelled __________ many places __________ I lived __________ the Middle East,

__________ Dubai __________ Qatar.

8. Skyler wanted to have a party __________ his birthday, __________ he couldn’t

__________ the COVID lockdown.

as soon as
after

to
than

so
so

and
but

of

9. I was really tired __________ practice, __________ I just took a shower __________

went __________ bed __________ I got home.

10. Canada has much more land __________ the U.S., __________ the population

__________ Canada is much smaller, __________ land is much cheaper.
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a.  Monday, Wednesday and Thursday are my busiest days.
b.  Lucy always takes a shower in the morning and at night.
c.  School starts at 8:00 and finishes at 3:20.
d.  First, we’ll do the listening test, and then we’ll start the speaking test.

1. Are all of these sentences grammatically correct? yes no

2. Are they all punctuated correctly, with commas? yes no

3. What is the conjunction in these sentences? _________________

4. What do you call a group of three or more things?    a _________________

5. What is and connecting in sentence a?  three _________________

6. Do you need and between every part of the list? yes no

7. What can you use instead of and for the first part(s) of a list? _________________

8. What is and connecting in sentence b?     two _________________

9. What is and connecting in sentence c?     two _________________

10. What is and connecting in sentence d?     two _________________

11. In which sentence is there a comma before and? a b c d

12. Is and a subordinating or a coordinating conjunction? _________________

a.  I don’t have any brothers _____ sisters.
b.  Would you like to meet on Friday evening _____ on Saturday morning?
c.  We could study in my room, _____ we could study in the library.
d.  I wanted to go skiing during winter break, _____ I didn’t have time.
e.  There was an accident on the highway, _____ I was late for work.

13. What conjunction do you need in sentence...

a.  ...for a negative statement (a)? _________________

b.  ...for a regular question (b)? _________________

c.  ...for two choices (c)? _________________

d.  ...for one good and one bad thing (d)? _________________

e.  ...to explain the reason why (e)? _________________

14. Are all of these conjunctions coordinating conjunctions? yes no

15. How many sentences have two full clauses? _________________

16. Which ones? ____, ____ and ____

17. How many sentences have commas in front of the conjunction? _________________

18. Which ones? ____, ____ and ____

19. Should you ever put a comma after a coordinating conjunction? yes no

a.  My older brother lives in Atlanta, and my younger sister lives in Boston.
b.  My older brother lives in Atlanta.  And my younger sister lives in Boston.
c.  My older brother lives in Atlanta.  My younger sister lives in Boston.

20. Are all of these statements well-written? yes no

21. Which statements are written as two sentences? a b c

22. Which one is not well-written? a b c
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23. Is it ok to start a sentence with and? yes no

24. Is it ok to start a sentence with but, or or so? yes no

25. Is it ok to start a sentence with a coordinating conjunction? yes no

a.  I have had a headache since I woke up this morning.
b.  If the room is too cold, I can turn on the heater.
c.  Steph Curry is the best basketball player in the world even though he is short.
d.  Now that fall is here, the weather will start to get cooler.

26. Are all of these sentences grammatically correct? yes no

27. Are they all punctuated correctly, with commas? yes no

28. Do all of these sentences have conjunctions? yes no

29. What are the conjunctions in these sentences?

a. ____________     b.  ____________     c. _____________     d. _____________

30. Are these subordinating or coordinating conjunctions? _________________

31. How many clauses does each sentence have? 1 2 3

32. Do subordinating conjunctions always connect two clauses? yes no

33. Which sentences have the conjunction in the middle? a b c d

34. Which sentences have a comma in the middle? a b c d

35. Which sentences begin with a conjunction? a b c d

a.  My boss was angry with me because I was late for work again.
b.  Because I was late for work again, my boss was angry with me.
c.  My boss was angry with me.  Because I was late for work again.

36. Are all of these statements written correctly? yes no

37. Which statement is wrong? a b c

38. Is because a subordinating or coordinating conjunction? _________________

39. Can you begin a sentence with a subordinating conjunction? yes no

40. Can a sentence with because have only one clause? yes no

41. Is this true for ALL subordinating conjunctions? yes no

a.  I can’t call my friends because my cell phone is dead.
b.  My cell phone is dead, so I can’t call my friends.

42. Are both of these sentences grammatically correct? yes no

43. Are they punctuated correctly with commas? yes no

44. Do they have the same meaning? yes no

45. Do they both have conjunctions? yes no

46. Are because and so the same kind of conjunction? yes no

47. Which one is a coordinating conjunction? so because

48. Which one is a subordinating conjunction? so because
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a. My cell phone is dead, so I can’t call my friends.
b. My cell phone is dead, therefore, I can’t call my friends.
c. I really want to buy a new car, but I haven’t saved enough money.
d. I really want to buy a new car, however, I haven’t saved enough money.

49. Are all of these sentences grammatically correct? yes no

50. Which sentences are wrong? a b c d

51. Do so and therefore have basically the same meaning? yes no

52. Do but and however have basically the same meaning? yes no

53. Are therefore and however conjunctions? yes no

54. What kind of word are therefore and however? _________________

55. Are adverbs connecting words? yes no

56. Are therefore and however examples of transition words? yes no

57. Which sentences need a period instead of a comma? a b c d

(Divide them into two sentences.)

58. How would you write them as two sentences?

b. My cell phone is __________________ I can’t call my friends.

d. I really want to buy a new __________________ I haven’t saved enough money.

59. Should you usually put a comma after a transtition word? yes no

60. Are also and then conjunctions or transition words? _________________

Exercise 5: Comma, Period or Nothing?
Do you need a comma, a period or nothing between the two clauses?  If you need 
something, highlight the two words the punctuation goes between.

a. period ( . ) b. comma ( , ) c. nothing

1. _____ It is important to get a good education however it is important to have fun, too.

2. _____ Since there are only ten minutes left let’s wait until tomorrow to take the quiz.

3. _____ No one is allowed to leave the room until I have collected all the test papers.

4. _____ I live in a convenient location for example, I can walk to three train stations.

5. _____ First you have to finish your homework then you can watch YouTube videos.

6. _____ The orchestra played the final note and then the audience stood and cheered.

7. _____ When the orchestra played the final note the audience stood and cheered.

8. _____ The audience stood and cheered after the final note was played.

9. _____ I couldn’t see well so I turned on a light.

10. _____ You should turn on a light so that you can see better.

11. _____ 2020 was a leap year therefore, February had 29 days.

12. _____ While I was asleep more than forty centimeters of snow fell.

13. _____ I won’t be able to get a new iPhone unless I get a parttime job.

14. _____ Would you prefer living in a big house or a smaller apartment?

15. _____ Do you want to have dinner at my house or would you rather go to a restaurant?
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Exercise 6: Add the Connecting Word
Add the correct connecting word to each sentence.  Add any necessary punctuation
marks (periods and commas).

even though but consequently after

1. I tried to make cheesecake for my girlfriend _______________ it tasted terrible.

2. Could I borrow that book _______________ you finish reading it?

3. Marcus didn’t prepare for any of his tests _______________ he got bad grades on all of

them.

4. _______________ the temperature was over 30EC__ the breeze kept everyone cool.

or if as soon as also

5. Sophia always checks her phone _______________ she wakes up.

6. You can learn English much faster living in Canada _______________ you can enjoy

the beautiful nature.

7. _______________ Friday doesn’t work for you__ we could meet on Saturday.

8. Did you grow up speaking Spanish _______________ learn Spanish as an adult?

because since for example and

9. Most colors are a mix of two primary colors _______________ green is a combination of

blue and yellow.

10. _______________ everyone did so well on the test__ the teacher didn’t give them

homework on the weekend.

11. First, there was a bright flash of lighting _______________ a few seconds later, there

was a loud boom.

12. I haven’t eaten good okonomiyaki _______________ I left Japan three years ago.
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