
1 - 1.  Chunky Language

a. sandwich   Joey   a   ate
b. mother’s   my   for   birthday

1. How many words are in each group? _________________

2. Do the words make sense in this order? yes no

3. How could you rearrange the words to make sense? a. ________________________

b. ________________________

4. How many big ideas are in each group of words? 1 2 3

5. What do you call a group of words with one main idea? _________________

a. Joey ate a sandwich.
b. for my mother’s birthday

6. Which of these groups of words has a verb? a b

7. Which of these groups of words is a sentence? a b

8. What do you call the mark at the end of the sentence (a)? _________________

9. What kind of letter is the J in Joey? _________________

a. the cute little puppies
b. are going to watch
c. in front of the school

10. How many chunks do each of these groups of words have? 1 2 3

11. Are any of these groups complete sentences? yes no

12. What do you call a group of words that isn’t a sentence? phrase clause

13. What is the main word in group a? _________________

14. What kind of word is it? _________________

15. Which words describe the puppies? ___________ and ___________

16. What is the main word in group b? _________________

17. What kind of word is it? _________________

18. What words answer the question where in group c? _________________

19. Which of these groups is an example of a verb phrase? a b c

20. Which of these groups is an example of a noun phrase? a b c

21. Which of these is an example of a prepositional phrase? a b c

Exercise 1: Make Chunks
Put each group of words in order so they make one chunk.  If the chunk is a
sentence, add a period at the end.

1. ______________________________ Friday     on     morning

2. ______________________________ eating     The     are     students     lunch

3. ______________________________ station     near     train     the

4. ______________________________ piano     Aya     play     the     can
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5. ______________________________ her     class     last     after

6. ______________________________ friend     my     is     best     Bob

7. ______________________________ cold     into     jump     water     the

8. ______________________________ sister     My     watching     TV     I     and     are

9. ______________________________ our     staying     house     friend’s     at

10. ______________________________ difficult     is     a     Everyone     test     taking

Exercise 2: What kind of phrase is it?
What kind of phrase is each group of words?

a.  noun phrase b. verb phrase c. prepositional phrase

1. ______ delicious fresh bread

2. ______ with my friends

3. ______ a long, boring book

4. ______ must be working

5. ______ behind our house

6. ______ will have to study

7. ______ out of the room

8. ______ should have started

9. ______ her new winter jacket

10. ______ our new English teacher

11. ______ have been playing

12. ______ during summer vacation

Skyler walked to the station.

1. Is this a complete sentence? yes no

2. How many chunks does this sentence have? 1 2 3

3. What are they? a. ________________________

b. ________________________

4. Is to the station a phrase? yes no

5. Is Skyler walked a phrase? yes no

6. What kind of word is walked? _________________

7. What is the subject of walked? _________________

8. What question does Skyler answer? ________ walked to the station?

9. What do you call a group of words with a subject and verb? phrase clause

After dinner, I read a book and my wife watched TV.

10. How many sentences are in this example? 1 2 3

11. How many chunks does this sentence have? 1 2 3

12. What are they?

a. _________________          b. _________________          c. _________________

13. How many verbs are in this sentence? 1 2 3

14. What are they? a. __________     b. __________

15. What is the subject of read? _________________
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16. What is the subject of watched? _________________

17. How many phrases does this sentence have? 1 2 3

18. How many clauses does this sentence have? 1 2 3

19. Is and connected to any chunk? yes no

On school days, Skyler and Kai wake up at 7:00.

20. How many chunks does this sentence have? 1 2 3

21. What are they?

a. _________________          b. _________________          c. _________________

22. How many verbs are in this sentence? 1 2 3

23. What is it? _________________

24. Who wakes up at 7:00? _________________

25. What is the subject of wake up? _________________

26. How many clauses does this sentence have? 1 2 3

27. How many phrases does this sentence have? 1 2 3

Exercise 3: Subjects and Main Verbs
Highlight the main verbs in each sentence.  Then, circle the subject of each verb.

1. After the movie, we went to Starbucks for a cup of coffee.

2. Everyone loves kittens.  They are so cute!

3. Where are you going to go to college next year?

4. Many people in small towns can’t get good WiFi connections.

5. Skyler’s phone can take slow-motion videos.

6. Early on Saturday morning, someone knocked on my door.

7. This morning, the weather was beautiful, so I walked to work.

8. Chris lives in Bahrain, but he works in Saudi Arabia, so he needs his passport to go to work.

9. The lights are on, so I think someone is working in the computer lab.

10. Do you know anyone who has a truck that I can borrow for a day?

Exercise 4: Subjects and Verbs
Highlight the verbs in each sentence.  Then, circle the subject of each verb.

1. He already loved baseball – just like his dad.

2. Derek’s dad had grown up in Alabama with his mother and four sisters.

3. In fact, the whole family would hop the fence to play baseball and softball.

4. Charles and Dot wanted Derek to go to a Catholic high school.

5. The grass came up to Derek’s knees, and the lawn mower didn’t have a motor.

6. In the first game, Derek started with a home run, but he struck out his next at bat.

7. He didn’t look anything like a major league ballplayer, but his parents listened carefully.
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8. As long as someone would pitch or hit to him, he would stay to practice.

9. They’d listen to music or watch TV, while Derek practiced on an indoor batting machine in

the garage.

10. He thought he could make the play, but twelve-year-old Jeffrey Maier reached over and

caught the ball.1

Exercise 5: Chunky Language
Highlight the chunks of words that go together to make one piece of information. 
Don’t highlight unconnected words.

1. After the movie, we went to Starbucks for a cup of coffee.

2. The puppies wrestled with each other in the backyard for over an hour.

3. Are you going to go to college in Canada next year?

4. Many people in small towns can’t get good WiFi connections.

5. Skyler wants a phone that is waterproof and can take slow-motion videos.

6. At 6:45 on Saturday morning, someone knocked on my front door.

7. This morning, the weather was beautiful, so I took a walk in the park near my house.

8. Chris lives in Bahrain, but he works in Saudi Arabia, so he needs his passport to go to work.

9. The lights are on, so I think someone is working in the computer lab.

10. Do you know anyone who has a truck that I can borrow for a day?

Exercise 6: Chunky Language
Highlight the chunks of words that go together to make one piece of information. 
Don’t highlight unconnected words.

1. Harry left through the back door.

2. He took a pinch of glittering powder out of the flowerpot,...

3. The pixies shot in every direction like rockets.

4. Dobby’s lip trembled and Harry was seized by a sudden suspicion.

5. He made a grab for the letters, but Dobby jumped out of reach.

6. Mrs. Dursley gave a small scream and clapped her hands to her mouth;

7. Harry ran up the hall into the kitchen and felt his stomach disappear.

8. Ron snorted with laughter and the ground was sprayed with slugs.

9. As they stared at each other, Harry heard Dudley’s voice from the hall.

10. Harry and George threw their shoulders against the trunk and it slid out of the window into

the back seat of the car.2

1Sentences taken from Who is Derek Jeter? by Gail Herman.

2Sentences taken from Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets by J. K. Rowling.
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